GATEWAY   TO   GREATNESS
Iberian Peninsula. Paul died in A.D. 67, but not until A.D. 313
was Christianity officially recognised. Its subterranean growth in
the Peninsula to recognition in the fourth century A.D. reached a
climax with the conversion of Reccared, the son of the great
Visigoth leader, Leogivild, two hundred years later. There was
another important conversion to Christianity also in the sixth
century which was to have even wider political and historical
repercussions.
A young son of a Swabian King became critically ill. This was
Theodimir, King Charraric's heir. After other remedial measures
had failed the father in desperation invoked the aid of a Christian
saint, Martin of Tours, whose tomb had even then become the
rallying-point of pilgrims from far afield. Theodimir miracu-
lously recovered and in thanksgiving the father asked for and
received relics of St. Martin, and later he founded a church in the
name of the Saint on a site near Braga. The calling, in A.D. 561,
of the first Christian Council of Braga, marked the turning point
in the transformation of the Kingdom of Swabia from an Aryan
to a Roman Catholic state and thousands of Swabians embraced
the Christian faith. Reccared's conversion led to many conversions
among the Visigoths, but however sincere an action his may have
been, it came too late to save the Visigoth state from the effects of
years of misrule and government by a rich and arrogant baronial
class. There were never more than 300,000 Visigoths in the
Peninsula at any one time, yet they were able to rule as a minority
which treated the legitimate claims of the subject races with the
utmost disregard. Two-thirds of their land was taken from them
and the majority were subjected to an administration which from
the outset was government by a small superior caste based on
wholesale slavery and tribal custom. In religion, language and
custom the Visigoths alienated themselves from the conquered
peoples. Reccared's conversion did a little to narrow the gap
between the conquerors and the conquered and an effort was made
by the administration to revert to the principles of Roman law.
The Visigoth baron-class began to take up the Latin tongue and
to adopt the Roman way of life, and the new Church acquired
a measure of strength, but government remained unstable and
the number of free men declined. The times were bad and when,
finally, Arabs and Berbers forming the spearhead of the Islamic
Amst from North Africa set foot in the Peninsula they were
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